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may be that moral and physical evil are generically
the same ; that they .are both forms of disorganisa-
tion ; that the remedy for both is to be sought in the
prevalence of that organising Will which works
itself out in creation. Thus Christ's teaching in the
matter will have " prophetic" rather than literal
value; it will be the spontaneous symbolising (in
terms of contemporary beliefs) of a felt truth in the
ideal order; a truth which could not then, and cannot
even now, be adequately apprehended or stated.

3. THE FAILURE OF CHRIST

Had we but Mark and Matthew for our guides, it
would seem as though Christ's last word had been
a cry of despair, a confession of final defeat and
failure: " My God, my God, why hast Thou for-
saken me ? " as if His enthusiastic confidence that He
would live to see the Kingdom coming in power,
baulked time after time, to revive re-enforced and
undaunted, unquenched even when the nails were
driven through His hands and feet, were at last
failing Him. Was it not then in the very extremity
of His need that the angelic legions would burst
from the sky, and snatch the Messias from His cross
to His throne in the clouds by the Father's right
hand ? But the hours drag on, and His strength
ebbs out; and with His strength His hopes and
bright visions fade like stars into the grey dull light
of the commonplace; faith is extinguished in the
sense of illusion.

Such an ending has been but an archetype of the
fate of most of God's prophets and sons, in whom